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SECTION 4. Petition.-When twenty-five or more landowners
within a proposed watershed conservation district, or, if less than fifty
landowners are involved, a majority of such landowners, desire to
form a watershed conservation district, they shall file a petition with
the supervisors of the soil conservation district asking that a water-
shed conservation district be organized to function in the area de-
scribed in the petition. Such petition shall set forth the proposed name
of the watershed conservation district; that there is need, in the inter-
est of the public health, safety, and welfare, for a watershed conserva-
tion district to function in the territory described in the petition; a de-
scription of the territory proposed to be organized as a watershed
conservation district, which description need not be given by metes
and bounds or by legal subdivisions, but shall be deemed sufficient if
generally accurate; and the approximate number of acres of land in-
cluded in the proposed watershed conservation district.
SECTION 5. Hearing on petition.-(1) Within thirty days after
such petition has been filed with the supervisors of the soil conserva-
tion district, they shall cause due notice to be given of a hearing ipon
the question of the desirability and necessity, in the interest of the
public health, safety, and welfare, of the creation of such watershed
conservation district. All interested parties shall have the right to at-
tend such hearing and to be heard. If it shall appear at the hearing
that other lands should be included in the petition or that lands in-
cluded in the petition should be excluded, the supervisors may permit
such inclusion or exclusion, provided the land area involved still
meets the requirements of Section 3 of this act.
(2) If it appears upon the hearing that it may be desirable to in-
clude within the proposed watershed conservation district territory
outside of the area within which due notice of the hearing has been
given, the hearing shall be adjourned and due notice of a further hear-
ing shall be given throughout the entire area considered for inclusion
in the proposed watershed conservation district, and such further
hearing shall be held. After final hearing, if the supervisors of the
soil conservation district determine, upon the facts presented at the
hearing and upon other available information, that there is need, in
the interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, for a watershed
conservation district to function in the territory considered at the
hearing, they shall make and record such determination, and shall
define the area, but the 'description need not be given by metes and
bounds. The description shall be deemed sufficient if generally accura'."


